Possible roles for anti- or pro-inflammatory therapies in the management of sepsis.
In the past few years we have greatly improved our understanding of the pathophysiologic mechanisms underlying the clinical syndrome of sepsis. As of this writing, however, this improved understanding has failed to result in the development of a single pharmacologic agent with clearly documented efficacy for improving outcome in septic patients. Research in this field, however, is yielding new insights on almost a daily basis, and it seems probable that the pharmacotherapy of sepsis and septic shock will undergo dramatic changes in the near future.